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ANSVVERES 


O-F SOME BRETHREN 
OF. "TBE CHINISTERTE, 


"OF Pe MINISTER'S 
[6nd Profeſſears' of Divinitie” , 
'" in ABERDEENE. 


CONCERNING « 
THE: LATE COVENANT: 
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TO:THB: CHRISTIAN READER. =*4 


Hat you maye knowour Proceedings, how wee are- 


br ito gr cxpeta- 

 , "ian, che chi n J hn ay 
| atgfnoone, wee rgcetv Jeprands of car Rive- 

"ve#d Brethren that night 1ate; and, for the greater expedi- 


e gre 
tion; without defay,! wee iFturnediour Gadnari e-Su(Wers 
on Saturday at night. Oathe Lend Day ſallawing, wee 
deſired t6expiefic ourſtetves tot 

the Miniſterie, but the Pulpits and Kirks werea ltopether 
refuſed;, and therefore'in, the moſt convenient place wee 
could have;/b 4jo, and houres a$4aygrepacgnt om 


eden eur dpubiicke W Þ hoc dclives 


Sermon, towards Evenivgywee found that ourfabour was 
not in vaine in the LORD,' for diverſe perſons, of ſpecial 
note, both for place iſedome, with willing heart, & 
grear readinefle of minted; bye ly put their handsto 
the COVENANT, ! Hav ke following ſcene 
ſome parts of the Countrey, ( where beſides the Presbys 
tcries eAlford and Dire, who had {ubſcribed before,the 
Moderator, & diverſe of the Presbyterie of eAbzrdexe,the 
Presbytesje of Tar fOcderene: verefadisficd in ſome 
ſcruples;did allo ſubſcri 

day to Aberdene; where finding that ſome others had ſub- 
ſcribed that week, -we reſolved topreachupon the morne. 


That night w' 
xetarnt home, wee haye made aneFoſpere, All theſe we 


+ defirernay Bo&umpartiatly coofidered:; "and ifit ſhall pleaſe 


the LODD, that any light ſhi comefrom our labour un- 
tothy minde, let it bee aſcribed notunto-us, (who nei- 
ther had time nor helps for ſuch araske) but to the bright- 


nefſe of the Trueth , and Cauſe itſelfe, and tothe Father of. 


Lights: to whom hee All Glorig 


People in preſence of: 


Andience of maHtiie: £r our laſt 


wee returned the next Satures- 


pre wer received. a, Reply,..unto which before.our-. 


UM! 


Mat did prodeed from our Penne incur Av/was 
KAE D-D. of «Aberdeene, concerning he tare 
en to his Majeſties Commiſſioner, Ea flow 


ng This ke hereata—  nnr 
ing ſuch of the D.D. demands as were thornic, than howe 


| towalketafely throughthem. And likewiſe to make me- 


nmifeſt to his Majeſties good SubjeRs in ll places wherher 
the D. D. demands , and our anſweres ſhould happen ro 
come, That matters inclined to , and Were tn 
's for intentions we 
ing to bee more behoveſill, thanby 
word and write to make knowne to all men the forſaid de- 
Caration, which his _—_— loyall vg Croc 


cnn Loatriale, Andy 


ſodoing, Ines 2 born —_—_ 
ſtay all their obloquies. Inuling ofthis meane, jit was far 
from our thoughts to wound fanye man, orto write anye 


word, which might give the ſmalleſt offence to the mes- 
neſt of Ne Maplins Hoping rather that theſe our 
proceedings ſhould have beene more acceptable to e-Lx. 


thoritie, more approven of the wiſeand men ofunderſtans 
ding, and more aggreable umo the minds of fuch as are for 
peace; thanraſhly and unadviſedly to have gone on ina 
Diſpute of State queſtions, which hardly atany time harh 
beene profitable for peace, and which arthis rime ſeemed 
roas (to fay no further) moſt unſeaſonable & impertinent. 
Yet knowing thatit were not only baſe and ſhamefull, but 
in our perſons, and in our proceedings inthis cauſe, a- very 
great incongruitie , and in itſelfe finfull, ro ſfpeake wick. 
edly for GOD, and to. talke deceitfullie for him. for that 
were as one man mocketh another ſo to mocke him. Job. 
t3. 7. 9. andio make iniquitic a meane to promove pio 


eti+,(.4 policit which wee have not learted, ) 'a5if GOP 
could.bee ſerved with our ſinncs. Wee have made heere a 
bricfe relation of the reaſons & grounds, where-upon wee 
haveinour anivcres: confidently: eGirmecd, that his Majesx 
{ties (ommiſfionar ,did! accept, and was wellplcated' yyith 
the late Declaration; 1-1 » Aarne 0104 
1. His G.-was moſt earneſt to have the late ( avenant 
fo foleqnely ſworne, and fo,univerſally. ſubſcribed'tobce 
rendred, ox reſcinded,and did propone plauſible reaſons tor: 
that effc&. But chis by ſach.ſtrobg impediments as were 
/ at that time repreſented, andare now extant in print, beiog 
impoſlible to us to doe, except wee woald fin highly againit 
. God. His Gs afterward declared that the Kings Majeſty 
was moſt willing to indian Aftrmbly & call a Parliaments 
bur-that oux Covenant inthe clauſe of mutuall defence, was: 
a combinationagainſt eA=thoritie,and that we had ſworne: 
to defend one another in our owne private quarrells, alwel 
as in thecauſe of Religion. \Fhis his G. defired to bee res: 
moved, asa maine hinderance of the.obtaining of our de-: 
ſires, and. without the remoyall whereof an Afiemblyy and. 
Parliament could not be indited, Whenthis motionof 
a Declaration was firſt proponed:'to the ſeverall meetings 
the greater part was againſt it : becauſe no Degharation,' 
containing.anye thing contrarie to. the {ovenent could bee 
granted, aud artexplanationet theCovenant, the meaning: 
whereof ſeemed to be plaine encugh, would no moreplextce: 
than the Covenant it ſelf:but by the earneſt dealing of fome 
Noblemen of his Majeſties Counſell ſent from the ( ommi/s 
foner, with ſome Comtilſioners ſent from everic meeting, 
It was thought meet tnend, that a Supplicaticn containing 
a Declaration ſhould bee formed, which atlaſt his G. did 
receive at the hands of the Supplicants,and upon the recei- - 
ving thereof promiſed to deale with the Kings Majeſtic for- 
obtaining a free / ſſembly and Parliament, which he refu- 
ſd to undertake without this Declaration» Thus by the ve- 
ry nature and courſe of our Proceedings about this point, it 
LS 


isnanifeſt that the Declaration was,at leaſt in this farreſa<: 
tis{aRorie tothe Commiſſioner himſelfe, that hee did pro 
mileto thedinte: for an Aflembly and Parliament', 'whi 
was-bothe jſumme of our defires, andthe onely end of 
this Declaration.So that no man conld im any reaſon think 
that we ſhould have wronged himin affirming thathis G, 
did accept, and was well pleaſed! with that Declaration 
ſiaceypon the fight, reccivingygand heatiog thereof, he pro- - 
miſed;ro doe his belt endeavobrs withhis Majeſtig'for obs 
taining what was petitioned by us, which before and with- 
ouTit,his G, badutterly refuſed ro'doe.' 3 \ 

- 2, The three Noble-men of his MajeſtiesCounſell who 
wee umployed by his G-abontthis Declarutioy, - did te-"- 


pare ordinarly to-/him for advyſing wharſorme of Decla. - 


rxion would beſt pleaſe, and give belt ſatisfaQtion . © And 
we had greatreaſon to think that the formie- which pleaſed 
thgrdaubiey ſhould not- be difpleaſing, or unacceptable 
to his Go 03019017 + 15) vt ; 36 20e7 | 
3+After.that diverſe formes of Declaration were drawn 
up,and none of them was found ro give fatisfaRion ; art laſt 
it was thought good, that one ſhould bee formed by ways 
of Supplication for a generall Aſſembly and Parliament. 
And-becaufe. tht maine hinderance ofobtaining thereof, 
was that our Covexarit was ſuſpe&tro be a combination 'a® 
gaiaſte>A«thoyztit, it was found necefſare that this impedi- 
ment ſhould bee removed by declaring that no ſuch thing 
was intended jn the Covenant. This forme of Supplication 
did ficſt pleale the, three Noble-men, and thereafter,di- 
verſe parts and -expreſiangof it were correted by his G. 
particular direRion , ' whuch areſtill keeped inremem- 
brance, & inthe notes of the Noblemen and others atthart 
time imployed about this work fro their ſeveral meetings, 
This made ps to think that his G. was wellpleaſed with ſo 
mugh.as wascorrected by himſelf, and thathis G:\woult 
have alla,carreRtedother parts »& expreſſions cheredf, if 
hee had not bene well pleaſed withthem:aud therfore made 
»* 3 $04 113- 


I 


us ſecuve that his G. would no have offended that we or a- 
ny other, ſhuld have aifirmcd fo much. 


4. Wee have reaſon tothink that the firſt Declaration. 


which was ſhowne to the Petitioners by the three Noble- 
men ſent from his G. to negotiate with them, would have 
given fatisfaRtionz why then ſhall wee not think, that the 
Supplicationmended by his owne particular direQion ,not 
in the Petitorie part, but in the Declaration. which it con- 
tained, might in like manner ſatisfic. 

5s* A other partes of the Declaration which were 
meuded by the Commiſſioners direfion; One was in the 
innivg thereof, where, in place of that which was firſt 
written T bat the Kings Majeſtic bad conceived the Con. 
feſſion of Feyth and Covenant lately renewed by is hu Ma. 


jeRies SwbjeQs to bee an nnlawſull combination againit eAw. 
thoritie; His G. would bave it changed thus, That his 
CMajefties (ommiſſioner hath conceived the (onfeſſion of 


Faith &c. Wee might therefore have imagined thatthe 
Kings Majcſtic poflibly wouldnot have beene plcaſed with 
our Declaration , but it could not fo mach as enter jn our- 
minds that his Majeſties Commifioner, who would have 
the words toexpreſſe his owne diſlike, andnot the Kings, 
ſhould not for hits ewne part beene pleaſedFwith it,. or bee 
offended with us, for aficmingſomuch. 

6. There was ſome reaſoning between the three Coun- 
{llers and the Petitioners, whether the words of the De= 
claration ſhould bee thus conceived, 4 maine Hinderance, 
or, the waine Figderance, for which later conception the 


Petitioners did plead, Thatthis which was the maine hins- 


derance being removed by their declaration,for whichend 
they were moved to make it, ther might bee no more hin-. 
- derances afterward. or att ſo ſmall ones, that they mighe 
cafily be put aut of the way; and the trueth is,that ſince the 


removall of that main hinderance,we have heard of no par-. 


ticulzre hinderance from the contents of the {ovement.Thig 
alſo did make usto fay with the.greater confidence that the 


Declaration did pleaſc.. > 


NT IE 


3 2g 


7, When the Declaration was received woe or 
Commiſſioner, was read openly,avd was heartl- 
ly by the oath of the] _ His G, de thit hee 
verily believed that th ' meaned what : thathee. 
hoped what they had written odd prove ieehociers 
his Majcſtie , and that hee would againſt the rime 


ted do his beſt endeayours with his prone > 
our dbfires, which could nor biit take us 
G. was latisficd withic himfelf,  - 


8. Althovgh allthe companies 6 Tetcuets phil ertic 
to hear with cheir own carcs, the words that were 

poco rb nar toric de 
bin omg my y uhcertairie rumour 

_ 7 een = 
tic oft $ report certaine evidences 
reſted ſatisfied, and were put in 
ky heb Commiſſioner his returne. 


Ee mate them 

La tote 
therhby his Majcfties obey on after his re< 
tirne, to affirche, rhat His G. accepted their Declaration as 


the moſtreadly &; ba ry lar could cone withs 
inthe compa Ne pheſles! them ofthat 
objeted fon, Nog: no leſſe 
in their letters ro ot vn, hho ep herk Have erred in our 


- affirmation , we have noterredalone; burhave beenecar—\ 


ried awaye with the common nw of fo many as were 
"9: Avi ivvereunbeſping oo brofelton& calling; 
9. ASitisvericun aw &ca o 
was 1t verie far from beheaigs Ape iy our barks to' 

touch rhe houon#ble Lords of ComifalF, or any in a ho-- 
ritie under his facred Majeſtic, , If the ARofa > þ-- nge®? 
with the Subſcriptions thereof,. ( the groundofthe mif- 
Gve) wastorne and reſcinded and the mifſfireir ſelfe, once 
thought fitte to bee fenr, was returned and protniſe given, 
that it ſhoul&'not be ſent, there was no leſt done than was 

afſevercd by us. What reaſon wee had to affirmethat this: 
was 


-YvAs JoNS Po the's, Aeatuuges pd rms 
yu FRR- ne of che 
bl f o AP4a of 
\ their, cauls 
oi porno aFRrio Fol b - : Bi wh. De nate 
dcſitous to.bayethe AR Tg and did dectare that 
Shgy; PRE deals, wich: and nen tor 
haz efi5G.. 1c #6 bee _ 
cants, that another A 
their, ſubſcribing the. \Procumaton ener bad a ; _ 
their Appro tot, Ic was'oftenand at large aoſive- 
xed, that, they wal gh their Subſcription.ap FO ſhe 
ke ORs, pes 098 Yn Pane 
Cle fegiltrat Eon, rayld for g publiing 
the ſame... And thirdly: rl _ UFOS preſented A petitt» 
rung. the reaſons of thejr deſires SPN -could not 


fo avisficd, upon theſe. fonsthe.A ape 
ſcinded, ls nk | A This $ Shglicnt SY 

re el $8 9Praly xeade + - 
IF rl oa ven by: bis oe, oy their clirs ſhot me 
tisfied, Allthis in ſfabſtance was 6 Lnowng, 9 many x an 
fands before any war was (ceng from OF PEIRGs Ter te 


hadanye thing written. by ifs ns os the 
world 2.11 had not b: Ei AGE Pre 

'So much have wee beegecouſtraoed to lay for ties 
ting ourſelves, who Rune: it to bee our chiefeſt comfort 
and greateſt glory, that wee picad for the cauſe of God.aud 
erueth ofRehgy My Hſe ether ecither in our.p] ea,nargn our 
preaching for t ve, of th he tructhjoalledge ay un- 
rueth. We ade PS pen befarc,or at rhis time, 
from an humour to contradi& any.man, or to wrong the 
meaneſt far lefſ= any of the honorab!e Lords. ofhis Majeſti, 
es Coun Ul, & leaſt of ; all his Maj jeſties b oh, Comiſſ aner 
But doe copfelle thatthers og achy 1Ng.great wore? 
king on both ſides; & many meetings, þ before the fortne of 


Declaratioa cou!d bee agreed upon,and received: And wee 
doe 


doe believe alſo thatthe reſcinding ofthe (ovenant, fo Ve- 
hemently urged, was that which would have given him, as 
his Majeſties Commiſſioner ,greateſt ſatisfaCtion, Neither 
' are wee ignorant that Partly through the malignancie of 
Sycophants watching all apportunities to promove their 
owne projects; Partly through the rubs and difficulties 
which occurre'in working of great maters to their wiſhed 
ends; and Partly through the buſie and overweaning con» 
ceit of ſome who would ſeeme to bee ſomewhat that they 
way warme th vgs Ae vil , and who are 
readie to raps wiklt and beſt affected 
ro eAuthoritie; much muſt CEN and y_ per r4- 
5 gienenNere, whichotherwiſe youre on bentyu fo 


EEC - 4 EIT 
' "U £0 ating Ne ke | 
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he King ad W ih the be 
nd ore þ tobe ang en hve hearred 
»SubjeRts;drlbevctiirons theravehen Fahatreipet, 
- and honaut whichthey ove. to all yRogs Godchonaueerh 
to bee infiruments-of govd" and. happineſſeto this Kirke 
and Kingdome, .which be LORD eſtabliſh under his Ma 
6 hab DAI aL-4 evade 0 
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TO THE READER. 


"5" Od Reader, what could not be performed by 
us in Printing or Anſweres ſeverally after 


=" their owneReplyes, Yer it bee fupphyedby thy 
Silfe inreading. And, if there bee any (5:1; bar Als 


. Iwermwbichſcemeth not to be relative to theReplyes, 


tet it hee imputed to the D.D. whoſeprinted Copie 4- 
griethnot ih that, whichin writ was ſent wnto ws 
under their hands, of nnto whichour Anſweres were 
made. Neither is it our fault that owr anſweres have 
not cometo light before this tyme, we having ſent the 
ſame, without the changiny of onewordtobee printed 
at Aberdene, before our comming from that part of 
the Countrie: This muſt bee oſeribed to the ordinary 

difficulties and hinderances , which uſe to oppoſe the 

Trueth and a good cauſe in the World, and which, it 

is not mecte now to ſpecific. 


- TO' OY R*REVEREND, BRETHREN ,\. 
The Dodtors . and Miniſters of Aberdeen. 
or tp butonans ab eabubt anttbiio 
pods Hat Our Loſers: ( Reverend and 
Fe la£29 beloved Brethren)havenotgivenyou 
Tf | 8 full ſatisfaRion, . as: it may bee impu- 
74 ted to our weakneſſe, .jn.thegdefence 


- S* of ſo good a Cauſe, {o.may;itpro= 
e6ede atls from your awne Pe Rennialghes 


could be ſaid by.us, which wee have ſome reaſon 
to ſuſpect for rwocaules, one is, that your Demands: 
which wee conceived to haye we 24h intended meer- 


your Replzes- 
othatwhich : 


om w—— 


Anſweres. 


- whether our weakneſſe, or your prejudice bee the 
cauſe, muſt'bee now judged by others, to whoſe 
viewe yee have broughtus : Whom therefore wee 
with you heartily deſire unpartiallie to conſidder 
our firſt and ſecond A»ſweres, wiſhing-and hoping 
that partialitie; prejudice, and all worldly onpots 


and , laydeaſide, thenaked Tructh ſhall beg | 


ſeene'of Al her lovers. Concerning your confi- 
denceofus, as wee inloue judge, that yee thinke 
not your ſelves to bee ſtriving againſt the Truths ſg 
maye 'yee conceive, that” wee, can no. more, beg 
broughtto/your minde, than wee can _bee drawne 
from theprofcthon of our Religion, as ithath been 
reformed, ſworne, and confirmed by the lateand 
precceding Covenants, ' and from following the 
example of our religious Refortners, and the ma- 
oy bye them in this Kirke, who 
would have beene glad 'to have ſcene the dayes 
which wee now doe ſee : and for which wee pray, 


chatboth yee and wee may bee thankfull; fo ſhall- - 


ie} notbe imputed unto us;thar wee have not diſcer- 
ned}, anduſedtthedaye ofthe Lords viſitation: ſo 


ſhaltwee all rejoyce togetherin the Daye of the. 


LORD. 


nth 


— i 4 — — 


© Tothe fir## Reply, © 
Ovx experience in your Di/þwees apaynſt the com- 


— 


moneAdverſerir,w herein Fyou fay ye are fo frequeng, 


hath (ng doubt) tanght you, howe ealic'a marter it is to 


cuultiply 0bje 10x; againit rhe Tracth,and Canſoof Gov: 


and 


ANSWELES. 
and your ſelves knowe , that your O65jet:on againſt onr 
Calling , and the Warrant of our comming to you, was 
framed, and publiſhed ia print, before ic was propoun- 
ded antous : aad ere our eAv/were could. bee had; but fo 
ſoone as wedid heare your Demara:s, we anſwered incon s 
tiaent, inthe humilitic and tructh of our minds; that wee 
were to obtrude nothing upon you, or.your flock, by any 
particular eAl#thoritie, Civill or Eccleraftick,but that we 
did come in all meckaeflſe, to repreſent unto you the pres 
ſeat caſe of this Kirke, and 1a love to intreat you, to joyn 
with us, for the peace thereof; for which wee truſt /with- 
out wronging any lawfull eL«thoritie, wee may claime the 
Warrant of the higheſt andgreateſt Authority, although 
wee had not beene ſent from almoſt the whole Kirke 
and Kingdome, lawfully conveencd at this time, for pre- 
ſervation of Religion, and of the Liberties and Lawesof 
this Kingdome, to fore ſhaken, by the ufurpation of the 
Prelates,aad their Fevonrers, Let us conſider one another, 
to provoke unto love, and to good works, &c. faycth the 
Apoltle, Heb. 10.24. And where yee objec, that withour 
your leave we preached withta your Congregation ; which 
1s aggravated by you, a5 2 hainous fanle, both agaiolt Scripe 
ture, and againſt the (anos of antient (ovncells, which 
yee have laboriouſly quoted againſt us, we intrear you, to 
bee more ſparing, leſt the guutineſle, if there be any, re- 
flex upon your ſelves: For your Pu'pits and Kirks beeing 
denyed us, (notfrom any infuric done by us, but by your 
owne determination » before our comming) anecellitie 
was laid upon us, todeliverour meſſage in ſuch places, as 
your courtelie did permitz wherein no man will find, that 
we have fail2d, ifhe conſider, firſt, That there is as wyde 
d:ff-rencc betwixt Eccleſia turbata 8& pacate,the troubled 
a1 peaccable eſtate ofa Kirke. asis betwixt Eccleſia con- 
Ritnends & conſtitatn, & many things are neceflarie in the 
ne, which perhaps are nat expedicntin theother. Ye ſpeak 
of the ( vnſtitution of the Kirk this yeere, as if ye had beene 
| fpcakin . 


= ——_—— -c,- 
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ANSWERES. 
ſpeaking thereof many yeeres before this time, 2.That the 

w ord of God, and the ( «ons of Conncels, will have Pa- 

ſtors ſo to care for their owre flockes that they forbidde 

them not, to care for the whole Kirke, eſpeciallic inthe 

time afa common Combution. Yy hen the houſe is on fire 

everic man ought to runne toall rowmes, where hee may 

quench it; when a laik ſtriketh upin aShip, every Ma- 

riner, yea,everic Pafinger ought to labour to ſtop it. Even 

hee who ts not univerſall Paſtor of the Kirke, is Paſtor of 
the univerfall Kirk: and the Apoſtle hath taught us, That 

weeare members one of another, Row, 12.4. As/all the 

members of one bodice becing many, are one bodie; ſoal- 
fois Chriſt. 1, (07.12. 12. Thatthe members ſhould have 

the ſame care one of another, verſe. 25, If ſome members 
of this Kirk had not cared more kindlic, inthistime of 
common danger: than other ſome have done, the whole 

bodice had beene ere now dangerouſly, if not deſperately 

diſcaſed. 3. That we made choyſe of ſuch houres,for de- 
livering cur Mcflage, that the people.might- attend yeur 
ordinaric times of publick worſhip ; which makethyour 
charge, ofthe peoples contempt, or ours, of your Mini- 

ſerie, to be moſt unjuſt. 

In the ſecond part of your Reply ro our efnſwere to 
your firſt Demand, yee might have made choyſe of words 
witneſſing more reſpeRt to the moſt part of the King- 
dome now, and tothe Kirke in former times, than of a 
( onfederation;and Negative Confe ſſiom: we know no other 
Confederation at this time, but this ſame /audable ( ovenant 
which our Progenitors, and many yet living, made with 
God, and among (t themſelves, at the commandement of 
eAnthoritie,and according to the example of the people of 
God in former times.Nemher is that ore Conſe ſſion meers 
ly Negative, ſince the beginnirg thereof is Affirmative, & 
doth virtuallie containe the firſt large Confefſion ratifyed 
in Parliament, 1567. 2. NoPaſtors, in our knowledge, 
tave cither beene ferced to Blee to forraigne Countre) es, 
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or have beene threatoned withtbe want of their Ripends, for 
the refufing their S»b/criptien> bur this wee have heard, 
that ſome of them have of their owne accord, goneto * 
Court, for procuring of Prote#tions againſt theis (reds- 
rowre, and againſt the LaWes andDvuetie of good SubjeRs, 
have made Lies between the King and his people, Others 
wee knowe haye wilfully refuſed, to abyde with their 
flock: and becing eraneſtly entreated by them, toattend 
their Charge, have left x Ga , and have gone out ofthe 
Countrie, for no reaſon, but becauſe the people had ſub- 
ſcribed, and as ye know, that pm have beene taken 
. from augmentation of Higends, to hinder Subſcription: ſoye- 
may know, That feare of worldy loſſe, rather hindereth 
men to ſubſcribe,than ſcr»ple of conſcience, . The Prelates 
flight, ſeemeth rather to have proceeded from inward 
furies'of accuſing conſciences,. or for feare of a ſtorme, 
(which beeing procnred by their owne doing, may be ea- 
fily prognofticated by them ) than from the inforcing of 
Subſcription of the (ovenant, which in our knowledge 
was never required of any of the Prelates, although they 
bee groſslie guiltic of the breach of the Covenant, which 
they did ſweare, and ſubſcribe before. 3. Your helpe, by 
your prayers, ard other meanes, for extinguiſhing ofthe 
preſent Combaſftjon , wee Nill deſire, but withall intreat. 
that you would both joyn with the reſt of the kirks of the 
Kingdeme , in pablick humiliation ard faſting, which the 
Lord himſelfe doeth preclaime, | and call for at this time; 
fo ſhould your prayers bee the+more efeQuall, and alſo 
yee bee good inſtruments, accordingto your power. with 
yeur owne people, and the countrey about, to joyne in 
the { ovenant,fo ſhould yee find the worke of Pacification 
the moreecaſie» 4. The Reaſons which wee touched in our 
eAnſWwere, for proving ,that ye might, without iuſt offence 
to anye, joyne withus 1n ſubſcribing, are not yet anſwered 
for , firſt. a ſound Interpretation ofthe (ovenant, although 
procceding from a private perſon, and altogether yoyde 
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ofexternall eAuthoritie, cannot make a ſubſtantiall diffe< 
Tence: and if the Interpre tation bee unſound, although ic 
were confirmed with eA#uthorstie,it maketh nor a ſubſan- 
'tiallco-incidence. 2. Why is it denyed, that the former 
Covenant'containeth {ntuall defence, ſince all are oblicd- 
gedthereby to defend Religion, according to their voca- 
tion and power, and the King's perſon and authoritic, 
wh:clcan not poſſivlie bee done wichout Mntnall De- 
Fen: e: and ſince thatclauſe of the Covenant, is fo expoun- 
. ded, and applyed npon grounds of perperuall reaſon, in the 
generall Band drawne up, and printed by Authoritie, anno 
1590. 3. Yee muſt cither prove this Cevenant to bee ſub 
ftantialy differrar from the-former , ' which is impoſſible, 
or ye malt acknowledge this to have the ſame x4»thority 
with the former, ſince wee arc reallie obliedged inthe 
former Covenant, and virtuallic the ſamewarrant of King, 
{ ownſell, and Aſſembly; remaineth, and was never yer dit- 

_ Charged;by verrne wherofthe Covenant might have beene 
renewed yearely by all the Subje&s of the Kingdome, no 
Tefſe than it hath beene ſubſcribed yearely by ſach as paſſe 
Degries inColtedges, and ſuch as wereſuſpeRt of Papirie 
fromtimeto time. 4. What was done by his Majeſties 
Commiſſionar , was not done in a coraer, that it needeth to 
beeprycd into, - ordonbtced of, and what was allowed by 
his grace,. who had ſo great power from his Majeſtie, to 
declare his Majzſties will, and to receive Declarations 
from his Subjeas, and who was 11 every point fo zealous, 
and tender of his Majcelties fcrvice and honour: whoare 
yee, that it ſhould be difallowed by you? Ye will have tlie 
ki ngdome guilrie of Combination againſt eAuthoritie, and 
wilt not have the King to bee fatished . when they have 
declared rhem(ſclves ro the contrarie. & their Declaration 
is accepted by his Majecſtics Commiſſionar, This manner of 
dealing, is more ſinableto Papifts, and ſuch Incendiaries, 
than for you, who defire to prove good Patriots, in uſing 
all means of Pacification, 5.We are forric that ye ſhuld be 

| the 
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the firſt, who have accounted our Covenant to bee a Cone 
fedearcie, againſt the Tueth, fince ſane of your lalyes, 
and ail everiewherc bite beene conſtrained; . roacknow « 
ledge, that they aymearche ſame endwith us, to-main»+ 
taine the Trueth. And for that which diſpleaſcth you- in: 
our way, that wee deale after ſuch:a manner with people, 
to come ps wh retry ea rd this Land,! 
The day ofthe Lords power, whetein His people haveimoſt. 
willingly offered themſelves in eulcirades. , lyke the: 
dew of the morning :. thatothers of no (anali Note, have 

off:red their Swbſcriptions,and have beenercfuſed, till time. 
ſhouldtrye, that they joyne in fineericie, - ovctothe, 
(4*(+, . and ot from the ſeaxe.of men; andthatna Threae-. 
ings have beene uſech except of the deſerved judgment of 
God; nor force, except the force of Rea/ov, from the high 

reſpets which wes owe toReligion, to out King,to our 

Native Countrie g0ourfelyesandto the paſteritie: which 
hath beene to ſame a _ conſtraint, than any Exteraall 

, may alſoprevaile,with you. 


violence; and we wi 
To the ſecond. | 

WEE perceive, that yon paſſeinfilence: that which wee - 

anſwered concetning the preventing of trowble,' which 
by all appearance had beene too le rto-many before 
this time,ifthe Conventions cenſured by you; had not beenc 
kept,; wedeſfirethatyce would heere declare your ſelves, 
vihetheryee would have rather rectived the Service boo ke- 
Booke of Camms, and other Trafs ofrhatkynd, tending to 
the ſu>vrerfion of Religion; and; to the prejudice of the. 
Liberties of the Kingdom?,, thin' tohive conveened. ina 
peaccable manner, to preſent Supplications to his Majeſtic, 
foraverting of ſa great evills. .:Neither doe yet ſpeake a ., 
word'of the ſaying of Ki Zawtr,: which ongie ro bee re- 
gacded; botit for th? witne(eake; who is of fog-eat au- 
thoritie, and for the teſtimony which containerh fo grear 
realoa. For, (hill no: the whole?bodic gf a Kingdom ftirre 
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pro aru & ſocirtor frall © us Religion be wined,& our Hght 
beeput out, ard attain held theae peace? WE told you als. 
{, tharthefiift part ofthe At ot Pariiament, 1585, is 
relative to another Aﬀt it Queens CAtarins tiine, which 
ſpecifieth, what fort of Leagues and Bands are tordiddin, 
and fetreth us freefromthe-breach-of the © #9; bur yee 
have anſwered nething to this, apd fill difpiite froth the 
Aq of Parliament, rather thattfrottothergrothds, better 
beſecmivg your Profiffenant Oars ; ' arid in this will 1o 
precilelizadhereto the Zerrmn of the Zaw, thatyon will 
have no Meetings, withtiout the Kirgs confent , even in 
(«fe of the preſervarim'of Religior, of his Majeſties Hu- 
iboritze, mt of the Liberties of the'Kingdome , which 
wee are ſure muſt bee contrarie to the reafon and life of 
the Law, ſince the faferie of the Prople is, the ſoveraigne 
ZaW:A\ithough it bee true alforhat for our Covenanr, we 
have the conletit of Anthoritie preſſing upon all the Subs 
jeRs in the General Bawd, and Confi fon of Faith; fore 
merly fobſcribed for 'maimenance of the Religion, 
their Subſcription and Oath as a note of their ſour.dnefſe 
in Religion, ard of their Joyaltie and fidelitic to the King, 
and his Crown, wherin! "rw. (onſet, moreskilledin thiy. 
kynd, thanwe need tobe, have given their KeFoxſes, & 
verdifs, in favourofus,and our Caxſe, - 

The poynt touchirg Antheritie, is fo full of Thornes 
and Rockes, ufſecth ro bee ſo vehemently urged, to pro 
cure envye 2paynſt the Gofſpeltof CHRIST, ard car 
ſo hardly bce diſputed: ard diſcuſſed except in 2 large 
Treats/e, to the fatisfaQion of King's and Kingdomes; 
ard all having intereſt, that forthe preſent wee onelie 
wiſh you to heare theteſtimonies of two great Divines, 
the one is Whitaker, in his Anſrere to'Maſter Reynolds 
preface, pag. 6, Stirres andtumults for matters of Re- 
ligion, Reqneld rehearſeth, that have beene in Ger- 


, manie, France, Bohemia,as though it were ſrihcient for 


their condemnation, thatthey once reliſted, and did not 
by 
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by ard by #Imift whar-to-ever violence was cffcred « 


ether to G OD'S Tructh,. or to themeſelves,. contrarie 6 
ro Pronnſe, to Onth, to publick Edits, toLaw, where- © 
by they were warranted to doe as they did : more of this < 


- matter, will I not anſwere, beeing of another nature, 3. 
- and cleared long fince from the cryme. of Rebellion, not c, 
*6nly by juft juſt defence of their doing: but alſo by the Pro 
tlamarions and Edits of Princes themiclves. The other is 


Bul/e#, inibis Booke of Chriſtian ſubjeion, indefence 
ofthe Protefants in other Countreyes, againſt the ob- , 
jection of the Je/ait, pag. 332,, affirmirg, that ſub- | 
jets maye defend their Antientand Chriſtian Liberties, * 
covenamed and agreed upon by thoſe Princes to whom *? 
they firſt ſubmitred themſelves , and were ever fince *? 
confirmed and allowed by the Kings that have fuccec- ?' 
ded, they may require their-owne right, fave their own * 
Ilyves., beſeech , thatthey bee not utcd as ſlaves, but >? 
lyke Subjets; lyke men, not lyke beaſts; - that they > 
maye- bee convented by Lawes, before Indges, not »* 
murdered in Corners, by Inqwiſitors, This is alſo the *? 
jadgment of Riverm,, in his Commentarie, PSAL. 68 
Which becing looked upon by you , will furniſh a 
full anfwere to what yee have Cited at length from his 
Teſnita vapnlans, For berwixt Iefuiticall rreaſonabe & 
pernitious doQtrine, and praiſes agaynſt Princes.,. and 
Magiſtrates, refuted by him, and the loyall and found 
dodrine of ProteFtants : your ſelves knowe the difference 
and oppoſition, lyke as it iscleareas the Sunnegby that 
ſhort Confeſſion, 'by the eApplication there-of, to the 
tymes in this preſent ( one ſhow, by our publicke Pro- 
reftation and by the Declarationexhibited to his Majeſties 
Commiſſioner, that 'wee meane not onely matuall con- 
eNrrence, and aſſiftance in the cauſe of Religion, but alſo to 
the uttermoſt of our power, to defend the King's Ma- 
jeſtie , his Perſon and Authoritie, Wee would bee glad, 
that yee and others were witnefles to our ptiyate js. 
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n41 the m>{t ſecret of onr thoughts. and affeRions cons 
cerning our loyaltic to our dread Soveraigne : ſo ſhould 
yee either ceaſe to write in this' againit us , , orbee 
forcedto write againſt your own Conſciencess 

5» Whea wee jaſtike our Conventions and Covenants, 
from their purpoſed ends, we meane not only the laſt and 
molt remote ends: but theneareſt and immediate, a 
if nothing in theſe can merite juſt cenſure, the Convents- 
ons and (ovenants no more in that which yee call the 
Obje, norin their ends, can bee culpable: what eſper- 
ſons have beene put upon our Reformation, and Refoy- 
wers, by the malice of our eAdverſaries, can not bee un- 
knownero you. But wee, wiſh, that your ingynes and 
pennes maye bee better imployed , than to joyne with 
them ia ſo badde a Cauſe, which we expe alſo from 
ane” en conlidering the;;people and place where 
yee live, 


T9 thethird. —_ 

ers doe well and wiſely, that you ſearch not cu- 
riouſlic into the myndes of Princes, and Reaſons of 
State: bur whether all his Majeſties Subjes bee fatiſ- 
fied with the laſt Proclamation, needeth no deepe ſearch. 
For althongh poſſibly ſome had beene more pleaſed with a 
Proclamation, commanding the Service Books, ſuch 
eſpeciallic , who either will ſee no errours in it, 
or have publicklie profeſſed, that they have, beene groax 
ning for it, yet the Proteſtation of the Supplicants againſt 
it, asit giveth moſt humvle and hcartic thankes to his 
gratious Majeſtic, for whatis granted: fo it reſtifieth 
upon undenyable evidences, *that the Proclamation is 
nota fatisfaction of our juſt defires: for, firſt, the 
Proclamation ſuppoſeth the Service Books to bee no [nnsx 
vation of Religion, - 2, That it is not contrare to. Pro 
seſtant-Religion, 2. That the Proclamation giveth not ory 
6«&r for dilctaraing all the AAs male 10 favours of the 
this | Service 
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Service Books, eſpecially that of the 19 of Februarie , 
which givethunto it ſo great Approbation, as ſerving for 
maintarmog the true Religion , and to beate out all S- 
peritition , andno wayes to bee contrarie tothe Lawes 
of this Kingdome, but to bee cempyled, and approved 
forthe univerſall uſe and edification of all his Majcfties 
Subjets. 4. It is fo farre from diſallowing the fayde 
Booke, that it putteth usinfeare, that it ſhall bee preſt in 
a faire and legall way, and therefore, notwithſtanding 
the Proclamation, the neceſſitie of Copppantaganicen Con- 
taineth nothing contraric to the Aﬀts of Parts , _ nor 
to the ductie of good Subjects, but is the largeſt Tefi- 
worie of our Fidelitic ro GOD, and [oyaltietoour Kiog, 
(whatſoever it maye ſcemero you to import) doeth yet 
continue, thathhis Majeſtic maye bee pleaſed, to grantthe 
full fatisfaRion of our reaſonable Perzrions, and that our 
Religion, and Liberties, may bee preſerved for afterwards. 
Who-ſo-cver profeiſe themſelves to be perfeRtly ſatisfied 
with the Proclamarion,doc proclameinthe caregofall the 
Kingdome, that they are better pleaſed with the Service 
book and ( anons, than with the Religion, as ithath beene . 
profeſſed in this Land fince the Reformation, * 


To the fourth. pot 
VEs were aſſured that your Demand proceeded from 
_ a Cipakings - — Geng to our know- 
edge, did ingenuouſly, for your on, expound un- 
to youthe mind of oo Swbſcribers, - but find now ghat we * 
have laboured in vain at your hands, from which we have 
recciucd this Reply : unto which, concerning the firſt, 
CHi/1imerpretation , wee anſwere; 1, +That altho we do 
ncirher uſe threatmizgs, nor obtrude our Interpretation, u-" 
pon you, as bearing any- obligatorie power,” yer pardon us; 
that wee matchyou not, and put you not\ inthe Baience 
with the greateſt parc ofthe Kingdome botty Mioiſters,and 
ochcrs, in whoſe name we recomended this Interpretation 
D unto 
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unto you, by all ſgire weaves.and force ofReaſon: and in ſo: 
doings wee areſo farre from the breach of our folemne 
Vow and Promiſe, that wee eſteeme* this to bee no ſmall 
proofe of that godlynefle and righteouſneffe, wherein wee 
| are bound by our Covenart,to walke. 2.T he aut oritative 
3 judgmenr of our Reformer: and Predeceflors, is evidenced, 
| not onlie by the { onfeſſion of Fayth, ratified in Parliament, 
| but alfo by the bookes of Diſcipline, Acts of generall e{/- 
| ſembliies and their owne Writs;whercin if yee will,ye May 
| find Warant for this Ivterpretation: and in refpet whereof, 
| it is publick,vetioxe medy;,befides theſe midſes of Scripture 
| of Antiquitie, and of the Conſent of the reformed Kirks, 

whichare named for midfes by you. 

Concerning the» CMiſiconftrattion, it is no- marvell. 
that Prejudices, and prevconceived opintons, poſi Mng the 
mynd, make men to fall upon interpretations of their ownz 
| but in the-South parts of the Kingdome, where many lears 
hh ned and judicious men, both Paſtors, & Profefiors were 

aſſembled at the firſt ſubſcribing thereof, wee remember 
| of none that did fall into that Afiſiraks.. And thetwo 
| forts of Noevations, ſich as are alreadic introduced, and: 
ſich as are ;ſupplicated againſt, are ſo punQually diſtin- * 
guiſhed, that there is no place left toeAmbrgnitie:. but on 
the contrarie, the Nowations which wee promiſe to foro 
beare fora time onhie, can not bee ſuppoſed in the fol- 
| lowing words, t- beeabjured,for ever, as Popiſe novations, 
' 2. \V pen @ Dew exaimination of thewords, yee perceive, 
| that thei eArticles of Pearth, and Epiſcopacie, are condem- 
| ned as erronious corruptions, becauſe we promiſe , to /4- 
| bour, tortcover the former prritie & tibertie ofthe Goſpel,un 
| to which our Anſwere is, that it appearcth, - that you will 
| Pave allthe Covenanters _ theirintenrton, and whe- 
ther they will or nor, ro difallow;and condemne the ers 
Þ * raicles of Prarth,and Epiſcopall Governament; left they bee 
 rryedinageneralleſſemb/y But it isknowne to manie 
haudreths, thatthe words were purpoſely a for 
wi atls= 
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fatisſaQion of ſuchas were of your jadgement, that we 
might all j Jo ingog heart,aad Cofnetls tor.cliabliſhivg 
e/1g ion , aud oppoligg \erraurs,. And oc your Argument, 
whetherthe Articles of Perth and Epiſcopacic, bee again(t 
the puritic and libesty of the, Goſpell ar yors. which 48 noc 
determined by.thele words ofthe. Covenant, But-it canngr 
be denyed ,fu(},7 hat if in afree e/ſemb/y, thay hee found 
to bee. }1gain(t che puritie and libertie ofsþe-Galpell, 
ought to bee aboliſhed: - . inhe/meane time, : 
free, by the words of the (ovenant to all, wha willgto ſtan 
to the defence of their lawſulneſſe, / Secondlyg' how cavit 
be devyed,, that manie'corruptions,, cantrarigtathe/puri- 
tic aud libertie of che Golpell, wereghey neverdarrane- 
cent ia themſelves, have accompanyed tlidle Nopations,, 
ſuch as the ſuperſtitious oblerying of Days, » feriation 
- and ceffation from worke, onthole Dayes, Feaitung. guy- 
fg. &c. mayie, grofle abuſes bave centred in _the Secras 
nent, upon, kneeling before the elements. and upotithe 
lawlefſe ulurpation of Pretates: inreſpet whereot; even 
they whoallow Pearth gArticles, and Epiſcopacic, may 
fweare to recover the puritic ofche Goſpell.. Aud thirdly. 
who caa bee ſo.great a ſtravger at; as; to denye,! thac 
mapic corruptioas of Poperie ang Armnentfne; haye en- 
tred in the Kirke, and have becge vented; and defended, 
m Schools, and pulpits:by realon- whereof wee are bound, 
everie one of us, according tothe. meaſure of our hghe,, 
to labour for recoyery of our former Puri44eFA rid yy 
if you had caſt your cyes.uponthe condirien of thisipoate 
Kirk, as yee have pryed narrowlie,cintathe\ Expt ſioriook 
the Covenant, yee might have ſpared both your-owile la 
bour and ours,and not laboured to skarre- both your felves 
and others, with this ſhadow... | $ 410'7 517? 
In your Argument,. 4d bominen,gyontſhouid bave cor. 
ſidered, that whatſoever bee our fadgment, as weeare par- 
ticularperſons,yet, at this time wee wereto beeraken, as 
Commiſſioners, from the whole companis of Subſcribers , 
| | whos 
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who, about this point, are of different judgmetits, and if 
'fome of your ownegudgment, had either come alone m 
vur place,- or bad beeneJoyned in Commiſſion with us, we 
- hadanticipate your Objetion: ant this yee have beene for- 
cedto ſee; and fo yourſelves, inpropnunding your Ob- 
pitin; have anſwered, your owne om; art in making us 
toſay, that yee may ſweareand /kb/cribe, ſecing ye thinke 
-nottheſe 'thinges to bee abjured In. that Orh made eAnneo 
'235Y1+ veyther was it for you, to inquire in our private 
Opinion, tor necefiarjefor us, romake it knoyne, but to 
bave conceived of our mindes, according to our Conmiſe 
fox, andthe will ofthoſe that ſeat us Your Arguments 
neede to bee no impediments unto your ſwearing of the 
Covenant, - For upon your grounds, you would not have | 
-Twornoe the Short Confe ion, any time bypaſt: yea. yee can | 
not ſweare the { o»feſſionof anic Kirke: nay, not the e-£r- | 
ticles of the Creed, becauſe ofthe diverſe Interpretations of 
.the Article of -Chriſts deſcens into Hell; or ſwearing chem 
in Scotland and England, yee behoved to (weare them in 
diverſe ſenſes. There be ſome words ofthe Lord's prayer 
as, Give ns this day onr daylie bread: and of the x Commands | 
as the wordes of the,4 Command, whichare diverſly un- 
derſtoody maſt Chriſtians, therefore, —_— to joyne in 
ſaying the Prayer, or ſivearing 06, to the Commans 
4 

{ 

{ 
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Aemenrse Neitherfor this doe wee admit anic ambignitir, 
or £quivecation : - the wordes certainly have but one true 
fenſe and (ignification-, but diverſe perſons conceave and 
underſtand them; according to the differgnt meafures of 
there light. - Since then'your Diſpntation, is builded apon 
fuch-a; Seppoſivzon, it-muſteyther fall to'the ground, © or 
hardlie can any { onfef1on of Fayth, or Religious Covenant 
be ſworne. Offend not therefore.,if wee in modeſty preſent 
unto you, eA Diſs of your oWne dreſſing;we meanc, the like 
Argument, 4d hbmncys;. | | 
 'Tbe Rites aud Ceremonies which are wot abjured 
i the negative Conffion., are not abjurd in this 
tate Covenants Eur 


ANSWERES 
But the Rites and Ceremonies, Which were con- 


= pr en 1 ume wr abate ron ſatis» 
he contrary is known.by oarpublick Proteftutcon; & 
by our laſt Supplicar5on & complaiat profeare] ro tris 'Mas 
jcſties Comſſioner.And dapng ofthe Service:book, was 
allufficientRees/frx, for forbearance of Perth arricies, 'rill an 
aſſembly, xc which time it may beedetermined;wherher it 
beeexpedient;tharrhis Kirk beeany more troubled with 
them. NeitherJacederh-your conſcienceto ſubſcribe the fors 
bearanee of theſe Nowntions, avif ſwearing offorbearance, 
workup fs bedimnpe to 'oſutberirie: - ficſt, be» 

NE fe ns ofa th login your opini» 
on, _—— ſe of ſoandal,and.of ferfblefeare in 
others, of Swperſtitiov, is the ſwearing of Obedienceto the 


Comman:Jement of Gad. - whicteforbiddethus, to-deſtroy 
bim, fer who 'Chrifh dyedgatthoman thould © che 
contrarie. 2./Becauſe theurticles fi Perth 'were c: 

for atisfying, &mwovroprefſenny mar with rhe pratiſe of 
them, as was openty.profeſſedumo:the Opponents. before 
the A G— JL amy wo” > ef 'ic ſelf 
_ giveth warrant; to care thepratti/e nc t is2me, 

the memotic-of Swperfirion is revived, erent por 
ro.thinke,thatthey who have forborne the prafitiſe of theſe 
Articles fince the ſuperſticious S —_— Ro 


CANSFFERES: 
ned upon, make moſt. tritely conſcience 'of Obedience of 
the eAtt of Perth, & Parliament, ratiiying the fame, and 
are moſt- conforme-to the Conſe Mon ot lawth, 'ratityd in 
Pacliament,declaring that { eremenies ought to bee chang 
cd; when they rather foſter .Swperſtirren,. thanedific the 
Kirke, uſing the fame, ' Laſt of all, You'faye, yce can 
not {\weare Forbearance,becaule yee can not abſtaine fron 
private Baptiſwe, a (communion: where we per- 
ccave, that, in your-judgment,, private 4priſme & Cone. 
non, are not any more things indiffcrent;butzece ſſarie, 
xeceſſitare precepts, in ſo ftarre, thatthe notuling thern, is a 
contempt of the Meanes, anda.temptring of God, By this. 
your dottrine, firſt, The tate ofthe Lneſtiovanent Perry 
articles, is quirealtered: fax yee, and your Aſecsats, did 
evertothis time, alledgethe Queſtion , to bee of thinges 
sndifferent; but now yee finde tome of them ſo neceffarie, 
that although the generall Aſſembly of the Kirke ſhould dil- 
Charge them: yet yee behoved ſill, fer conſcience of the 
Commandement of £od topraciſcthem. If yee have the 
fame _ of Kneeling before the Elements, and of 
kcſtivall Dayes, it eommeth to paſſe amongſt us , which - 
hath beene incident to the. Kjrke in former ages thar 
thinges have beene firſtbronghe iy, as indifſeremther m3- 
gedas neceſſaric. 1þ Confirmation allo jr; your j ne,” 
bee not indifferent,. but neceſſarie, we defiretounderRand, 
with what conſcience it hath beene flighted, and utterly 
negleQed by the Prelates theſe 20 yeeres paſt? and how 
it is, that yee have carricd ſoſmall regard tothe Canon of 
the Kirke, and At of Parliament, and tothe benefire of 
young Children, as not to require, urge, andprefſe tte 
praiſe thereof, both in your owne Cherge & throughout 
the whole Kirke? This would ſeeme to bee partiall dealing, 
ro'prefſe fome Ceremonies, and negle@other fome; while 
both by the ſame {anon of the Kirk & AR of Parliament 
are appointed. z. Ye doe hereby coudemne the praQiſe of 
the Kirke of Scor/and; from the time of Reformation; till 
Ferths Addembly ; and:put ng ſmall guiltineſſc upon other. 
res 
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' reformed Xirks, whovie not rhat at #ll,but rather abſlaine 
: from it;as dangerom,which yee now Goe prok fey to br fo 


neceflarie; 3. Wew:ſhycu witely to conſider, whence £ 
is, ard what can bee the tuecanſe; that yee hiving iu that 
part of the Kingdome,ſhould bee more prefied by the peos 


Baptifme in publicke, fince no Precept requireth Baptiſme, 
but when the miniftretion thereof han" hes 
with all the circumſtances requiſite;; whereofjthis is one, 


but the Congregation: alſo hath intereft ji the. Baptiſme of 

everie member thatentereth intheir Communion; which 

therefore, cnght to bee apublickaRion, no lefſe than the- 

cutting off ofa rotten member,by Zxcommunication,oug ic 
eto 


eANSWERES* 
roſbee done publickly. 5 .It is knowne that ptivat 64pts/ove 
hath bred, and foſtered the opinionof ablalute neceſſtie 
of B apti/me, of B aptiſne of women , and private perſons, of 
4B aptiſme by ſuppoſition, &Cc. and, that the miniſtration of 
the Sacramencs in private places, hath beene, and is, the 
ready -wayeto bring pe9ple to the contempt, and negleRX 
of the Sacramentes in publicke, and to the;prophanation 
_ thereof in private. 6. V hen alltheformes of miniſtration 
of Bapriſme;.ſhall bee compared, boththat of the ancient 
Kirks keeping EaFer.and Pentecohl, for the ſolemne times 
of Baptiſme, and the other of the Popiokyrke, and other 
Kirks,notyell purged ofthe dregs;of Beperse; miaiſtring 
Baptiſmcand Communion at all rimeg,/ in privatpplaces, & 
bers fo perſons; it{hallbe found, thatno better courſe 
could bee-teken, than-that whichhath beene wyſelic aps 
pointed and obſerved, inthe Kirk of Scorkend, ince the 
Reformation, that the Samwments be miniſtred in the or- 
_ dinarie meetings of GOD'S people; -urito which they had 
regard,andnot unto ___— materiall kirkes: which 
wee adde, leſt any ſhould thinke, that wee entertaine a- 
ny ſuperſtitious conceat of places, 


To thefifth. 

Othe firſt Exception, wee have even'now anſwered, 

and need toadde no farther, concerning private Bp- 
riſme and (ommunion. 2.Wee looked rharyourargument, 
ad hominewL:, had beene cloſed in the fonrth reply: & wiſh, 
what yee; bad to ſay. againftthe Difute of 'Papiſh Englif 
| Ceremonies, or any other Treatiſe:otthitkynd , orfany of 
us in particular, had beenekepr/to-moather rime: for, wold 
any of us, refuſeto ſweare the ſhort: Conf ſſron, becauſe yee 
] ave expounded ſome articles thereof, 'contrarie to our 
.mynd? :Qur defire 1s, that ye keepeyour.owne meaning of 
the negative Confeſſion, 'and wetkeepe ours, (according to 
our diverſe meaſures of light: and, that both ſides promiſe 
forbearance as is required ia the Covenant, which may ves 
| ric 


« 


UN 


NA a ETERES, ; AIP PE? 

ric well ia with your mea ours, T1 Fe 
ours, ' there is no y aa os bxogtes there. needs 

none to bee moved by Nod Bore ye thiake them F017 
and therefore,in ſuch a caſe, may- promiſe, toforbeare them. 
From 188 ground,and from _— TS, ute of the.word 
Diſcip fine 4 Policie, it.1s calie, to: any Your 
Sean Dilemme;forthe late, Covenant, bindeth, you. 
to keepe the former, OPEN to rhe, common megaing of 
the Swb/cribers, and not accordiag to your interpretation 
or ours, in xn pave and the borues of your Dilemma, 
aye (5 vom againſt your ſelyes, C-4 £6 aske of 
you, Vnto Wer ior che members'p | 

you teferrc Epiſcopacie, and. the 'Kreichs kf Pertbt 1 they. 
were abjured for ever, before Perths eA(ſembly, how is it 
that ib. have admitted aud py Fs no _ 


tyme;- for has wag perjuri 
jure J,butb y the h foggy When Ca hy: 


may ee not, Fes. any impediment yer have from 
feſrion, forbeare now the praftiſe of theme. Wee es 
not for velitations, of this ſort, which Shechange of Þ: oms 
miſrianers {ent unto yo ighthy ve, prevented, , - x 
ſome ſolide wank o_ yes. could: 
the (Covenant, whether ae Hts om our hands, « orthe 
handes of others, ourLearned and Reverend Brethren, of 
your prattiſe and Jig, who, might have beene ſene 
u\to you in our Po Tnthe me APs auſe mane 
are\mangled with! theword of of, FD TE Gs We. 
defire the Reader to remember, thatſomerime the 
is taken for the Rule of Givernement of the Kirke, mT jes "_ 
ſure of Manners, 9 Othce-bearers appointed by, Chriſt; 
and thus it was ugchang:able: ſometimes for the Conſlits- 
tion of Conneells ad Atty of TRE. about vid: 63.0 rs of. 
Relizien, and thus it 15 S{EraNNG 8 or conſtant according to. 
the nature of particular 0bjeF5;and thirdly, it is taken for 
the ord-ring ofthe circumſtances, to bee obſerved. in all 
a Yons Divine, and Hamane: and thus it is variable. Wee 
E appcale 


ANSIWERES, _. 
appeale with you,tothe indifferent Reader, who is ju- 
dicious, whetherit bee neceffarie for your Subſcription, 
ro knowe onr Opinion of fuch'Rites & {eremonies, as are 
not of divine in#i1tvtion, Wee have reaton, ( for any thing 
that,ever wee heard to the contrarie, theſe 20 yeers paſt) 
to cleave unto the wordes ofthe Covenant, concerning 
fach R#tes as are broght into the Kirke, without or againit 
the word of GOD. Phebleſſngof CMarriage(now the {ee 
cond timeinſtanced) wee conceive neither to bee circum- 
ſtance, it becingneithertime, place, orderofdoing, nor 
anyeſuchthing, nor a Ceremonte properly ſo called, more 
 thanthe bleſſingof the people, commandedinthe Law, & 
praftifed before the Law; or praying for a Blefmg upon 
che Ordinance of God that tt may bee ſanRified unco His 
people:wee neither exalt Zarriage fo high, as with the 
Papiftstothinke it a Sacrament 3 nor doe wee abaſe it ſo. 
lowe, as to think it a pation qr Conrred?, © meerly* civil, 
it beceing the Conenant of God, Wwhich'cannot be difſolved. 
by conſent of the parties, as other civill Contrafts maye 
bee:and therefore, as wee wilt not ufe it ſaperſtitiouſly,ac- 
cording tothe preſcript of the Service booke, ſo will wee 
not for the abnfe of Poperie, although ir werea PaQtion 
meerly civill, it beceing.fo important, with-hold Eccleſiz= 
ſtick BenediTion from it. 
| _Totheſixth. 
Tlence carrieth ſametimes the appearance of Conſent, 
I ſomerime,it is from.weakneſſe; and finee you knowe 
alſs, that it maye at ſometimes come from wiſedome, and 
moderation; why doe yee not rather keepe ſilence your 
ſelves ,than make ſuch an #terpretation of ours? We de- 
nye not,. but Dinines both ancient, and modcrne, are a« 
gainſt us, concerning the lawſulneſſe of the thinges con= 
 traverted:bur wee withall affirme, firſt, That Pivines both. 
ancient and moderne, are againſt you alſo, and both may 
bee true, for both are Propoſitions indefinite, ina matter 
contingent, 2, That almoſt all Divines univerally are for 
us. 


- 


ANSWERES. X 
us, and for the forbearanceof things indsfferest, in ſucha 
caſe which 1s the paint urged by us, and cleared before. 
Secondly, wee deny not,, but the Oath containeth manie 
other Articles : butconcerningthat of the Novations al- 
readie introduced, if you could bave believed us,& ſo ma- 
ny. thouſands as bave ſubſcribed, it containethno more, 
but the forbearance of them, far a time, 'neither can any ſars 
ther bee extorted from the tenor of the {ovenant it (elf, ac- 
cording to your grounds.If you will interprete it accor- 
ding to the meaning which yee thoughtir hadde the laſt 
yearc,and which we urge you not to change: & ro-promile 
forbearance, can neither bee contrarie to that duetic which 
yeow to your flock,nor be diſobedience to eAwtherity, bac 
a means to cdific God's people,and obedience to Gods. 
To the ſeaventh. | 
| Sar The Reaſon propounded inthe 7. Demand, for 
refuſing your Subſcription, becauſe yee ſuppoſed Perth 
Articles to have beeneabjured,as Popyſb,is anſwered tothe 
full, and the impediment put out of your way. This other 
that ye open eee conception and mean ing 
of the ſhort (onfſeſſion, may bee as ealilie removed', ifyee 
will once believe; that wee urgenot ugpn you our mea 
ning » but leave you to your owne, till the matter be exa« 
mined inan Aﬀembly. 2.Ye call ſome of thoſe novations, 
neceffarie: bue without warrant ofthar e1ſſembly, which 
concluded them, as indifferent, & all the re(tye will have 
to bee laudable: thus by progreſſe oftime,things formerly 
3ndifferent, become neceſſarze ; and what was bitt JaWful 
before, and had much adoe to gaine that reputation, is now 
become /andabls; where yee plainely diſcover the cauſe 
of your unwillinignefſe to ſubſcribe, not ſo much to bee the 
commandement of Anthoritie, as the necefſitie andexcei- 
kencie of the things commanded. Till yee. therfore,change 
this opinion, ye cannot promiſe forbearance neither upon 
our dealing,nor at the commardement of Authorntie, altho- 
forbearance (hould ſerve for the peace oi the Kirk, & Kings 
domes | Ts 


To the eight. 2, 
TIcſt, Wee remit the Reader to our Anſwere, ahd your 
Reply ,which, we hope , ſhall be fouud no Confutation, 
2+ We obſerve, That ye have notanfwered our argument, 
for our ſwearing the Defence of the King andhis eAuthori. 
tie, with a ſpecification, which yee call a l5miration, wherin 
| wehave followed the Confeſſion of Faith, - ratified in Pars 
. liament, the King's Confeſſion, and AR of Parliament, upon 
which yeewill not doe well, to faſten ſo foute 3imputetions, 
and pur ſo hard Conftruftions, as yee doe upon us,for inſer- 
Cing inour Covenant, what they have ſaid before us. If our 
ſpecification be right, why cenſure you it? If it bee wrong, 
why faſten you got your cenſures upon the Founteine from 
whichit is derived? The £Zoyalrie of our intentions to main- 
#aine the Kings perſon, and honoxr, is fully expreſſed, that 
it hath given content to thoſe who are neareſt his Ma- 
jeſtie: and wee ſhould wrong, not onely them, but alſo the 
| Covenant, and the Swbſcribers thereof, il wee ſhould make 
new Declarationsto others of greater diſtance, who wrong 
both the King, and them-ſelves, - in craving them. 
3. To doe with a doubting Conſczence,is a grievous finne 
but to make and multiplic dowbtes,” for hindering a good 
worke, and to gppoſe GN \hyning Zighe, -isno leſſe 
grievous. Ye ſpake before of a limitation, & now ye have 
added Preciſlie, asf the naming ofour Dxetie, were the 
excluding of all other Dxeties, Weall by our Oath of Al- 
{cadgeance, by bis MajeRties Lawes and by other Obligations 
acknowledge , that wee owe many other dxeties to the 
King , which were verie impertinent to expreſſe in this 
{ovenant. 4. What kynd of Conference yee meane;whe- 
ther by word or writ: we know not, but while we were 
amonglt yop; yee know what notice yee were pleaſed ro © 
totake of us ,and wee have nodelight, to reſent it. 
Tothenyath, 
Irſt. Weeare aſhamed ro draw the Rrg-/aW of Cor 
tention, toand fro, ina contineall Reciprocation, con” 
cerning the ferbearaxce of TR eArtcles.and therefore 
for- 


forbearing to doe ſo any more, wee referre the RexHer 
our former ret 2. je dren ore wh reabog | 


Rane” -whyK appointed, wasbeazafeall . 
ds yr deemed 
;but fach a3 rhexuthors cher - 


this —i_ which is manifeſt by thee? 
the caſe of Geo feacible? or feare el 


0 
4-* 
had 5 


dome, x: rien oft Swe 
books, whichit may bee yee 10 more Janiperronk vegan 
yeedoe- the ſuperſtitious difpofirion ofthepeopte, beemſe - 
they are not that which they were at the rime of Refor-" 
mation. os. Wee would heare what Melier ir felf can 


No to _ end; Iiteas oor 
Sen have cooddeablg in theteivas moſt neceſlarie, and 
orderly meancs 5 agrerable to the Lawesand of 
this Kirkand Kingdome,to becommended as Real Dme- 
ries of faythfall Chriſtians, loyall'SubjeRs , - and Pen 
members of the bodie ofthe Kirke and Kingdome, 
tend to no other ende, but to thepreſervarion x 

gion, and maintenance of the King's Authoritie. 

To your Interrogator { which yee ſeeme to þ rather 
to be ſnares tous,than for ſatisſaRtion to your ſelves )wean 
ſwere once for all in generall, That if this were'the ops 

portunitie to that FONT wee (hall bee found rode= 

V 


W's 


ane ces 
ans Ahorie ofchus whichthe onto 


innovation of Rebgies, why have 
Ee RESALE, 


we bo Heats Whetheric bee | 


»by your wryt« 
oſyour people, otherwiſe 
axe to \cttle the 

a ore Kingdome? .5+If the 
owers [a to introduce Popery. 
in the DES Fabties by themfclves, oras the Gai= 
fans in Fraxce, did abuſe his Majeſties name, in execution 
of the bloedie-Decrees of Trext, ( which GOD forbid) 
wee aske, W hether in ſuch a { aſe, the lawfull defence of 

Ye bodi of the Kingdoms, againſt ch a Follies bee & 
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conceprieN that ſhort fon; 

ſelves; * whatſoever way beethe private | 
who haveTubſcribed; yet their js nothing in the 

—_— that rcogtemoeth: the Articles of Pe | ind 
piſcopacte, as Popiſs.Novations, Yee ce 

oo, ta deta_Ts mito ad, Th 


wn 


v X ANSIWERES. 
Folrjudgement of them, withoat prejudice. noewich< 
ſtagding af your 04th, according to your owns grounds, 
a$you would hayedone at the Aſembly of Perth... 2.We 
hope yes bee not Dd Agporane ofthe citate of the Kirke, 
.nather will wee judge to iblicz... a8 fo.think you 
Jo corrupt,. that ia your opinion there is ao thu Eit- 
tred ia the Kirke, ſince that time Gelignrd by you, bes 


{ide E ie», and Articles of Peerth, which ca2 bec 
ught prejadiciall to the libertie , and puritie ol the 
| Tethe elequenth, | 


Pa yee fiade fault with us, that wee have not upon 
this occafion, givea yea that teltimonic which wee 
owe to you, of your Ginceriticzand profefing the Traeth gd 
Therefors, ro ſupplic our delſetsy (have taken an awpic 
Teſtimonieto your ſelves, of painerin Diipuring, tw Wry- 
ing, and proaching agninſt Poperis in proceſſing of P 


« doing all thing; Which can bee e efted fromthe waſ 
Rrtloms yn0w prefer te GOD. of dnmbling er ſelves 
or rr 100D, Sls a. 


ich have made us who weredefironsto hicare that Te- 
ſimonic, rather at rhe mouthes of others, thac wn | 
beenomoreclallenged, a8 deficient in that kyndey bur 
give unto you. your doſcaved praiſe, to inquyre inmar- 
ters; Wwhere-upon, if wee would believe the report of 
others, wee heare, thabforalt your paynes, PapifFs, and 
perſoas popiſhly ſaffeted, ,are multiplyed, and Papiftr3e 
gacreaſed in your rowne , more _than,inany other towne 
of the Kingdome, and no lefſeunder your Miniſtzic, than 


-any ern why Aocethe Reformation; that there be jn 
prince on Miſſes,  Crucifixes, and other moanuaents 
© 


Iadatrie; that yce had not manieconvers from Poperie, 
that Teſnites, and Priefts; arc countenanced there , that 
your People at home,and your Magiſtrates abroad, come 
playne; that yee are but'too ſparing of your paines in 
preaching, and often fill yourplaces with Nevices : bur 

| | | this 
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hn wel are' # ris bo to Velleve, .and with; that the rot 
yin on Penney; ' in. Fay nd of 
hols fin Py atone,” Picks h 
Ne (ifthe ſeettes of Rowiſh fie Shpir Srion Tv 
latrie, and Papall tyrannie come underthar kc). and 
your willivgnefſe ro joyne ou the K j4 and Kiogdome 

i! Faſting 29 = Hutniliarfon, tal 
So reps. againſt Pope KT Kan table” n rl 

reach rd 

an Nt Faychiulaeſſs u Tyr you; maye Ft, 
with the renewing ofour ron with ote 6h oper 


beein) ina arr one Faft 

berigorned ha Rs ihe conſe 

an all our prayers and or P; EDS 

me before * | which pom Vat pb wo warramed 

e Word of of GOD; fo the mation harh; 
GOD, Altthe A iments and ſubrilizies thar cat hmm 
vifed, MARY 4 : J+- 6 raced timehave 
found GOD divellmg, id workin to —_ 
think the Contracie. E Ty inclination of 
ro Poperie, w__ r{waſion of "others of their Ike 
rion, "tnayt make the people t6 CILIEES Faxes of 
rhe Service bokg,dh&\ Camns may 
bee bropghtiti, m4 fair wid Te - be ak it18 
necc{ſarie, for preventing of thole,” Ig other” Evills of 
that kynde,that the Subjeds joynie ind Fo ovenent, both for 
themſclyes, and ur Poſteritie, 


hte ' 79 HE twetftp=! ram daanbes 

Iſt,” Wee have ever preached Ft. ion to.our mea- 
luxc, and have given example of Reverence to eAvthos 
ritie, and the LORDS Service; bur wee nemher acKnouy- 

[edae;he phrped authoritie of Prelates, 5. for awfull 
tharikie, nas the $ Service Roo e forthe LORDS. 9 4 
vice. And there fore, i it was {o mach the more intolerable 
for the Prelates' without 2uthoritie-fromthe Kirke, dr 
Pars 
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 ANSWERES... 
Parliament, to-bring in_the Service books into GOD'S 
owne Houſe, tang: LQRD'S owne Day. W hich,ma+ 


kerhie nothing [trange, that people zealous ofthe Tructh, 
and of the Service of GOD, were {tirred yp to.oppoſe: and 
weeare verie confident that thoſe that have oppoſed, doe 
beareas. loyall reſpeRt tothe Kings Majcſtic,and will bee 
as loath toprovoke himto juſt wrath, as t Herr, Oppoſites 
are, In the meane tyme, why. doeyec not ackn onde. 
that the children were higher provokedro wrath, by t 
Prelates,whom yee account Reverend and holic Fathers? 
2. As the preſervation ofour owne privatePoſſeſſion, from 
invaſios of others, belongeth to our ſelyes , under the 
Kings proteRion;, ſo the keeping of GODS Houſe, from 
Fe” 2 and Smperſtition, belongeth to Authoritie, to the 
Communitic of the Faithfull,and ro everie one in his owne. 
Blace'and Order. 3. We told you before, That wee tdno 
more allow Violence of that kind, nor wee. did allow rhe, 
fouleeAſperfion: of Rebelion,, Herefie, Schiſme & Perjurie, 
put upon the Noble-men,and remnant (ovenenters. And. 
where yeeaske of ns, Why theſe tumults are nat publick= 
ly by us condemned, and rebuked?. Wee aske againe of. 
you , why yee did not condemne and rebuke ſuchdealing, 
ſince that it.isno lefſe Tranſgreſſion, both againſt the xt, 
and nynt (amend, than the other is againſt the fixt? And. 
whereas yceare now wt my. ogg mdrawing a Decla. 
ration from us,. an{werable to that which yee have givea. 
concerning the forefayd aſperſions and Ca/umnics, wee. 
having. no Commiſſion, to declare the mindes of others 
inthis point, or to gire Documents, for our own private 
judgement , doe heartilic difallow everic Frong of that 
ynd. As for the eApologie of -D oftony Iohn Forbes of 
Corſe, ſecing the Fong hath beene done not unto ſome. 
Fw particulare perſons, ſuch as ye ſay Fave been wronged 
by ſome ofthe people 7 but unto the bodie of the King. 
dome, confiſting of Nob/e-men,Þ arons,&c. who arc high- 
tie offended thereby , it were in us Preſumption, _ 
With-- 


ANSWERES, 
' without the bounds of our Calling, totakeuponus,to re- 
ccive any Declaration ofthat kynd, allie wherein {o 
manic things are reprooveablez as firſt, That his bitter 
ſpeaches were eccaſioned by ſome printed bookes, aGr- 
ming, that Eps{copacee and Perth eAriicles, were antichti- 
ſtian and abominable, Sappoling ir weretrue, did he think 
the Nobie-men and whole ( #venenters, to be the Authors 
of thoſe Bookes And was this was. 5. tothar 
Chriſtian meeknefle ſo much requyred ofus before ? The 
Wryters of thoſe printed Bookes, are not the firſt who 
have ſpoken ſo. For Maſter Knex not,( inaLets 
+terof his ) to call this Kneeling, ef Diabolicall invention. 
Secoudly; The ſwearing of forbearance of the praftiſe of 
Perth articles & the cofirmation ofthe faiddoftrine which 
wee neither deny , nor aifirme, to-bee importedin the olde 
Covenant, but onelic inthe interpretation thereof, wee de » 
clare, That Promiſe is onely made, ro forbeare for 4 tym 
dorh not deſerve fo bitter a cenſure, as this eApologiebea- 
reth uponus. 3.It the King's Majeſtic, Councell,or the fub- 
zjeRs of Scotland, had. asked his opinion andadvice, hee 
he might have uſed the greater libertie. 4: It is ifapologis. 
zed, to call it an haly indignation;8 worle defended; finceit 
1s fucha wrath as workerh not the-righteonſneſſe of GOD. 
5. Whereas hee deſirethto be accounted inthe numberof 
theſe, qui. proficiendoſcribunt & (cribendoproficrunt, wee' 
could wiſh that. hee had profited better by writing , than 
- hee hath done by wryting his {rexicwm- firſt, & now this 
his Farning, after his lren;enm; for which f hee make no 
better eApologse , than confelſing «ſperitie of wordes, pro- 
ceeding trom an holy indignation , it will come to paſfe 
of his Apelagie, as it faredwicth his Irenicume, unto which 
was applyed fitly, what was ſpokeniathe lyke caſc, 
Autfabrum forceps, antars ignars feſeltit- 
Ln voluit cudere cndit ptr, 

6. Whereas yee dgfire us, t9 doe the tyke, if yee meane of 
us perfonallic, wee: have declared our judgement, = 
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Thall bee carcfull-to approve ourſelves to GOD, andthe 
conſciences of all men, in cveric ſachductie: | and if. yee 
meane (15, and thoſe:that fent us,: wee ſhall not faile £0 
to report unto them ,whar yee deſire, althoour Conmuſſn 
from you had becne more able, if yee had ſpoken 
more reverently of our'(onfe ſton and Covenant, than yee 
have beenepleaſed ro-doe,. inthe wordes of your defise, 
and had put your hand unto the Cavenerr; which wonld 
preſently have joyned us inagreater Aﬀeion, and made 
way for union in judgement, and perfect peace, which'is 
the defire of our Soules. | | 


: '>»,To thethirteemth. © | 
YE pretended a threefolde Scandall,, ' which ſhould 
* Þ follow upon your S»b/cription, 7.' The [candall of diſ- 
ſenting from other reformed Kirkes, and famous Divines. 
2: The ſcandal! of diſſenting ſroin eAnthoritie , 5.' The 
Scandal of Perjurie,,” Wee anſwered, ' That the'contro- 
vereed words of the (ovenant being rightly conceived , & 
interpreted accotding to their true meaning, & not after 
thegloſſe which yee have putupon them , doe put you 
our of danger ofall the three Scendalls,” which yee ſeeme 
'to acknowledge of the firſt rwo; 'and maye by the jyke 
reaſonacknowrledge of thethird, of Perjarie, We diſpute 
not of the lawfulnefſe of the @ath given at your Admiſ; 
fion,. by what eAwthoritie it was exated, with what con- 
ſcience it was - given, 'nor” how yee cananſwerefor the 
ſcandall riſen thereapon: but cotcearing ir according to 
your owne grounds, none of you will faye;" that yee have 
ſworne the perpetuall: Approbation and Pratiſc ofthoſe 
things which yeeeſteeme to beeindifferent, what-ſoever 
bad conſequent of Poperze\, -*/dolatrie , "Superſtition, 6r 
ſcandall ſhould foHow therenpon:, wee ſpeake heere ones 
ly of thinges Indrfferent', in your owne 'jridgttnent ; for 
yee have declared before: - that yee ghinke the Miniſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments in pizvate placerno more indifferent: 
and 


_ ANSWERES; # - A 
and therefore, cannot farboare the prefiiſe bf rheſd, altho 
your Ordinerie, aud other lawfall Swperionrs, - ſhould will 
you to doe foe; wherein Pearths Aſſembly for which you 
ftand, is —_ by you two wayes : 1: That yee differ 
io jadgement from them, about the waiferencse of the 
five e-Lrricles; and nextithit arthe will of your Ordinarrey 
an4 wee knowe not what other lawful Superiours , yee 
are ceadie to forbeare Fife 'of theſe chinges which 
the Aﬀembly hath appoinftd' to bee obſerved; What 
Oathes you mve given at your admifſion, © wee know uor, 
becauſe their is to'ordinaace mate; Citul'or Ecole foattiche, 
appointing any ſach o4rb, and becatiſejthe Pretates; who. 
arrogated that power , preſentedtothe-intrants diverſe 
models of Articles, to bee {ubſcribed, dealing with ſome 
mocehatdlie., and with others more favourably, accor- 
i vers diverſe motives, and'confilerations, ' 

For ſome immediately after Perth Aſſembly, without 
anye warrant fromthe Kirke or Parliament, were made 
to ſweare at their admiſſion , that they-ſhould both inpri- 
vateand publicke maintaine Epiſcopell InricdifFion, arid'in 
their privateand publickeprayers, commend the Prelats 
ts Gods tmercifull-ProteRien ; tharthey ſhould fibjet 
themſelves to the Orders that preſently were in the Kirk, 
or by the conſent- of the ſaid Kirke, ſhould bee lawfullic 
eſtabliſhed, The word laWfallie; wasnotiin the Principal 
firſt ſubſcribed, (as wee have kearned J and'if ithadbeene 
expreſt, 1tis all one, for the Saperiors were Tadges ro this 
lawfalneſſe and vnlaw fulteſſe. Wee will not labour to rc- 
concile everie Oath given by Miniſtets at their entry with 
the preſent (ovenan;but with, andexhort rather,that they 
may bee recalled, and fepented ofi>a5 thinges for which 
they cannot anfwere before 2 generall eAſembly, 

To the ſonrteenth, 

F che words of the (ovenant bee plaine, concerning the 

meere forbrarance, & 1, eake nothing ofthe vnlawfulnes, 
noms thoughts cati make athange. 2. By this Reply 
ye wrong your telvesy 'in forgivg from the words of i = 
I 0s 
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(roeant, impediments,  vudetawing Rambling blocks in 
your pwn Way to hinder your Subſcription; yee wrong the 
ſubſcribers, in changing'the ſtate ofthe queition, & in ma- 
kinga divorce betwixt Religionand the Kings edmbority, 
which th Covenant joynethtogether Nara = hand: and, 
of all, ye wrong the Kings Majeſtic, io-brigging him 
ary the Stage,before his ſab;jetts,in whole minds ye wold 
beger, & breed ſ#ſ#Þ3tions, of oppoſing the Trueth, of making 
gnmnovation of Religion,& of dealing with bu ſubjctts.comrary 
ro his la\ps & Proclamations C& catrary to theOath at hu (oe 
rouation, We arc not bere ſecking inſcitie xpug puysler, or a 
farting bole of ignorance,or the {mallleſt diſioyalty of affe He 
0x;but would willingly decline that for the preſent, which. 
neither his Majcſties wifdome ,nor the prudence ofStates- 
wen:nor the modeſtic of goodSubjeas, will allow you or 
us to diſpute., The CroWns and Sceptersof Kings would be 
more tenderlie tonched, than the ordinarie- Subjeats of 
Schoote Diſputes, The naked naming, & bare rpopoſall of 
certaine ſ#ppoſczroxs,luch (as ſome are made by you )cannot 
but reflex upon Authoritie , & ſound harlb inthe cares of 
all his Majelties good SubjeRts. who wiſh, he may long and 
proſperonſly reigne overs. 3» His Majeſties woſt honoue 


rable privie Counfell, ages navy more fanourable to this | 


cauſc, ofmaintaining the reformed Religion,than many Pa- 
ftors,whom by realan of their place & { aling, it beeteemed 
to goe before qthers;; . & althoaccording to their wonted: 
cuſtome,they gave werrant, to make his Majeſties Procla- 
mation, yet on good grounds remonſtrated unto them: 
by the Swpplicants, they willinglre refuſed their eFpproe 
bation,therof; hoping.that his Majeſtic ſhould be moved to- 
give greater fatisfation thereakter : aod this is not our 
ſaying, but a publicke doing, ., before many honourable wit- 
n:fles ; of which number, ſome were directed unto you, 
whoſe report yee haveno reaſon tocall in gueſtion. 4, It 
becommeth us, to judge charitably of the intentzens of eur 
Superiors;but moſt of all, of the Intentions of our dread So- 
veraigneaY et if that hold good which the Swpplicants ha ”_ 
ofte 


|  CHNSWERES: 
- offredto prove, that the Service booke,8& Canens, containe ' 
a reall innovation of Religion wee mit judge otherwile, de 
conditione operts, of the matters contained in rhe book, than de 
intentione operanits,of his Majeiites intention;altho the inten 
20n of the Prelats & their aflociars, the Authors and Cons 
irsvers of the Bookes betmoſt juſtly ſuſpected by us. 5, lt is 
no delight to us, and can bee but ſmall comfort to you, to 
mention the wropgs , which by you are done to us all who 
: have joyned in this Coxenant, & doe adhere tothe Religion 
as it was reformed in this Land x ' in-your citimation and 
wrytings,we are rebeltions. perjured,beretichs. ſchiſmatichs, 
blind guides, ſeducers, miſcrable interpreters ignorants: ſhall 
fuch men as theſe bee your reverend Brethren? Is this your 
meekyneſſe & charitze? Is this the duetic ye expe from us? 
But ſetting theſe afide, yee have w us, 1n with-hok- 
ding your hand and hetpe from ſo a Canſe, olſpmrging 
Rehgion &reforming the Kirks from ſo many groſic eAbz- 
fes, and oppoſing allthoſe who have modeſtlic laboured 
for Reformation Your ſpeaches in private, in yourcham- 
bers,beds of ficknes, & tn your miſſives, & in publicke, at 
tables and inSyneds, which'are'come to our knowledge; 
wee wiſh rather ſhould be remembred, & repented of, by 
your ſelves, than bee recired by us, who deſire not to work 
you any trouble. 6, Altho there be a perpornall harmonie 
berwixt the Ferd and WorkerofG O D, tarre contrarie ts 
that which wee find to bee amongſt the children of men; 
yet often it commeth to paſſe, that the Fordand Warnmgs 
of GOD; which we heare with our cares, are nor bcke- 
ved.till we behold with our eyes, the plaine Commentaries . 
thereof, in his Yorks. Many Proofaand notable Documents 
have beene- obſerved of the Finger of GOD, in the Worke 
in hand, the Charaters of the gacat [Forkes of GOD'S, 
more than ordinarie Providencs, fince the beginning, are 
legible heere.Then did the LORD bgin this work, when 
the Adverſaries were raiſed toa great hight, and become 
wntolerably inſolent. The beginnings were ſmall ,and in the 


eycs of the world contewprible;; ſuchas uſe ro beethe be- 
: ginnings 
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ginnings hot ob the works of men, but of the magnificke 
#orks of GOD: the power of G © D feaſible in the hearts 
of many, 8 manifeſted by the joy; the tearesand cryes of 
many thouſands, at the [o/emme renewing of this Covenant, 
hach beene a matter of «4dwiration and 4m4zement, never to 
bee forgotten, to many wiſe and ancient Paſtors and Pro- 
feffors, whodid alſo finde an unwonted flame, warming 
their owne breaſts; the plots and workings of the adver/ſa- 
ry, have wrought againſt chetr own projects, & have ſerved 
for our endes, more than all that have beenethought , or 
done by our ſelves ,that wee may juſtly ſay, what they de- 
vyled, forevill, the LORD harhe to good: manic 
thouſands convecacd , diverſe times ,)in one place, have 
beene kept in ſuch order & quyetneſſe,without the ſmalleſt 
trouble, in ſuch ſoberneTe & temperance, without exceſſe 
or riot, that hardly can HiFory faraiſh a P «ralell, 8& what 
effcRes there bee already throughout the Land, of Pierie 
in domeſtick worfip, in obheving the exerciſes of Religion. 
5 publick ,o{/oberneſſe in dyet and apparrell, & ol righteou|[- 
#eſſeand concord, wee truſt (hall be ſenſible by the Bleſſings 
of GOD upon us,aud ſhall be examplaric to thePoFeririe, 
Theſe wee preſent unto you, and unto all,as a Commentary, 
written by the LORD'S owne hand; wiſhing againe, that 
neither yee nor others, bee found fighting againſt GOD, 
. Whoſo i wiſzzaud will obſerve theſe things, even they ſhall uns 
deritand the Loving kindnes of the Lord. Pal 107.'43+ 
Lord;when thy hand is lifted up, they will not ſee but they ſhall 
ſee, bee aſhamed for their envy at thepeople, I#,26.11, 
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